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The American Rescue Plan and prior relief laws include key 
programs to support pandemic recovery in Indian Country

Program Total 
Funds

Tribal 
Funds Purpose

Coronavirus Relief Fund $150B $8B Support COVID-19 response

States, Local & Tribal 
Fiscal Recovery Funds $350B $20B

Support COVID-19 public health and 
economic response and replace lost 
revenue

Local Assistance & 
Tribal Consistency Fund

$2B $500M Support for general government services, 
allocated based on economic conditions

Capital Projects Fund $10B $100M Critical capital projects like broadband that 
enable work, education, and health care

Emergency Rental 
Assistance $46B $800M Aid for rent and utility costs – as well as 

housing stability services

Homeownership 
Assistance Fund

$10B $500M Aid for mortgage and home costs

State Small Business 
Credit Initiative $10B $500M Programs to provide credit and investment 

to small businesses and support growth

Aid to Governments Aid to Households Aid to Businesses
*Native CDFIs that are banks or credit unions
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program
Purpose: provides assistance with rent, utilities, other expenses related to housing, and housing 
stability services for low-income households experiencing financial hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Tribal Set Aside and Disbursements
o $800 million set aside for Tribal Communities 

− $797.6 million for Indian Tribes or their Tribally Designated Housing Entity (TDHE)
− $2.4 million (.3%) Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) set-aside

o 301 Tribes/TDHES, including DHHL

Allocation Methodology 
o Each IHBG participant receives the same proportion of the $797.6 million as it was eligible to 

receive from the total funding in FY 2020 for the IHBG program
o Each tribe received approximately 121 percent of their FY 2020 IHBG formula allocation. 
o Involuntary recapture will be based on Q2 reporting data. Information regarding the Tribal 

recapture process was released on March 30, 2022. 

Consultations and Outreach 
o 2 Tribal Consultations were held on January 14 and November 23, 2021 
o Information sessions and presentations on overview of program

U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program
Implementation 
o In response to Tribal leaders’ feedback, the program adopted the following flexibilities for 

Tribal recipients.
o Permitted Tribes to serve members and non-members, including on and off Tribal lands. 
o Allowed self-attestation of COVID-19-related financial hardship and household income, as 

well as categorical eligibility and fact-specific proxies to determine income eligibility.
o Modified the definition of area median income for Tribes under the ERA 1 program to 

match the definition under the IHBG program.
o Tribal recipients were not subject to the September 30, 2021 deadline to obligate 65% of 

funds and the reallocation process will not occur for Tribes prior to April 2022.  Treasury 
also held a consultation on reallocation to inform Tribes on the development of this 
process for Tribes.

o Regarding compliance, Tribal recipients do not have to submit monthly reports. Tribes 
only report on a subset of the data points in the quarterly reports (ex: Tribal recipients do 
not submit household-level information for each payment made to or on behalf of an 
eligible household). 

Next Steps
o Compliance information sessions are being held to assist Tribal recipients with the ERA1 

reporting requirements. 

U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program
Highlighted Projects
Northern Arapaho Tribal Housing

o Assists households, on and off reservation, that are native and non-native in rental and utility payments.
o Partnering with other Tribes and the State of Wyoming to ensure all residents of the service area are served.

o 410 households received assistance in the rental program
o 257 households received assistance in the utilities program

Washoe Housing Authority
o Assists Tribal members and direct descendants
o Provides relief for rental payments and arrears, utilities, and monthly costs of firewood specifically for heating and 

cooking
o 191 households received assistance in the rental program
o 94 households received assistance in the utilities program

The Klamath Tribes 
o Providing relief for Klamath Tribal members living in Oregon who are facing eviction for non-payment of rent and utility 

payments
o 619 households received assistance in the rental program
o 495 households received assistance in the utilities program 

Northern Circle Indian Housing Authority 
o Proactively works with prospective tenants, private landlords, and property managers to house unhoused members
o Provides rental assistance, financial counseling with a holistic and human-centered approach 
o Secured new leases for over 100 previously unhoused individuals. 

U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Resources: Program Service & Design

o Tips on program design, websites, and application processes

o https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-
and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design
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Online Resources for Grantees

www.Treasury.gov/ERAWebsiteBestPractice
s

http://www.treasury.gov/ERAWebsiteBestPractices
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Example Application Screens

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-
state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-
program/service-design/example-application-screens

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design/example-application-screens
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Resources: Promising Practices

o Treasury has engaged with ERA grantees across the country to identify 
program strategies that promise to:

• speed up program implementation
• more efficiently deliver program benefits
• enhance program integrity
• improve tenant and landlord access to programs—particularly for vulnerable and harder 

to reach populations

o https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-
and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/promising-
practices

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/promising-practices


10

Promising Practice - Utilities
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Commitment Letters – Promising Practice
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Homeowner Assistance Fund (HAF) Program
Purpose: to prevent homeowner mortgage delinquencies, and defaults, foreclosures, loss of 
utilities or home energy services, and displacement of homeowners experiencing financial 
hardship after January 21, 2020.

Tribal Set Aside and Disbursements
o $496,555,850 set aside for Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, and Indian Tribes or 

their Tribally Designated Housing Entities
o Over 200 Tribes and TDHE’s submitted a Notice of Funds Request (NFR)

Allocation Methodology 
o Same methodology as the ERA 1 program

Consultations, Outreach, Implementation 
o 2 consultations between April 15 – July 13, 2021
o Information sessions prior to the Notice of Funds Request & one-on-one outreach 
o Similar Tribal flexibilities adopted in the HAF Guidance

Next Steps
o Issuance of HAF reporting guidance & Tribal compliance training 
o Continued approval of Tribal HAF plans

U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Resources: Promising Practices

U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Thank you

For More Information: 
Please visit Treasury’s Covid-19 Economic 
Relief website at 
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-
issues/coronavirus

Contact:
Josh Jackson: Joshua.Jackson@treasury.gov

U.S. Department of the Treasury, Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus
mailto:Joshua.Jackson@treasury.gov
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