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Region 10 Tribes Rate 
Indoor Air Pollution 
as a Priority Air Concern
• Ventilation and filtration
• Home heating
• Wildfire smoke
• COVID
• How to conduct assessments
• Tools and technology
• Asthma and lung infections



EPA Roles in Supporting Tribal Housing

Technical 
assistance 
Training,
science, 
technical 
guidance, 
outreach 
tools

Coordination 
of federal 
agencies, 
funders, others 
on tribal 
indoor air and 
healthy homes

Funding
Tribal enviro. 
programs & 
technical 
assistance 
providers 
Tribal Healthy 
Homes Network, 
ANTHC, ITEP

‘Voluntary’ 
indoor air 
program
Limited 
regulatory 
authority for 
the indoor 
environment 



Funding Resources



Tribes that collaborate among departments and braid funding 
sources have had success in reaching indoor air goals.



Housing-
Related EPA 
Grant 
Authorities  

State & Tribal Indoor Radon Grant (SIRG)

Indian General Assistance Program 
(IGAP) Grants

Tribal Clean Air Act (CAA) Grants

Environmental Justice Grants

Pollution Prevention Grants



Wildfire Smoke 
Preparedness in 
Community Buildings 
Grant Program

• Eligible activities may include 
research, investigations, 
experiments, demonstrations, 
surveys, and studies intended for 
the assessment, prevention, 
control, or abatement of wildfire 
smoke hazards in community 
buildings (including schools) and 
related activities.

• Feedback on design of grant 
program requested -
WildfireSmokeGrants_Feedback@e
pa.gov by 11/2

https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/wildfire-smoke-preparedness-community-buildings-grant-program
mailto:WildfireSmokeGrants_Feedback@epa.gov






Technical Resources



New! Tribal 
Indoor Air 
Resource 
Directory









Borrow Air Sensors
Tribal Air Sensor Loan Program
Purple Air, PM + gas monitors, etc.
Contact: India Young, young.india@epa.gov

Wildfire Smoke Air Monitoring 
Response Technologies 
Program 
Sensor loans for States, Tribes, Local 
Agencies: PurpleAir, ThingyAQ, VAMMS
Contact: Will Wallace, wallace.will@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/r10-tribal/portable-air-monitoring-device-loan-program-region-10-tribes
mailto:young.india@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/wildfire-smoke-air-monitoring-response-technology-wsmart-pilot




Learn More
https://www.epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires



DIY air cleaners can be effective, safe, and affordable. 
Materials: MERV 13 HEPA filter + box fan (2012 or newer)

https://www.epa.gov/air-research/research-diy-air-
cleaners-reduce-wildfire-smoke-indoors



Outreach Materials



EPA AirNow
• Fire & Smoke Map - Fire.AirNow.Gov
• AirNow.gov/wildfires/ - What to do before, during, and 

after smoke episodes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8DqzogXcVg





Tribal Air 
Quality 

Programs as 
Partners

Quinault Indian Nation Air Cleaner Distribution & Healthy Homes Education 
Program, credit: Tia Allen, QIN Air Program

Nez Perce Air Quality 
Program DIY Air Cleaner 
Class and Library Flag 
Program Partnership, 
credit: Johna Boulafentis, 
NPT Air Program



Thank you!
Erin McTigue, MPH
EPA Region 10 
Indoor Air Specialist
Smoke Management Coordinator
206-553-1254
mctigue.erin@epa.gov

mailto:mctigue.erin@epa.gov
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